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If you don't want to walk the full 630 
m i les  of the S outh W es t C oas t P ath 
( S W C P ) ,  then why not tr y thi s  s hor t 
s ec ti on of p ath,  whi c h i s  a g ood s am p le 
of the tr ac k.  T he 5 -m i le ( 8 km )  r oute 
takes  you fr om  K i ng s wear ,  whi c h you 
c an r eac h b y b us  or  b y s team  tr ai n fr om  
P ai g nton,  to C oleton F i s hac r e,  an 
attr ac ti v e N ati onal T r us t hous e and 
g ar den wi th an awar d-wi nni ng  c afé .  
 
T he c oas t p ath and other  footp aths  ar e 
c lear ly m ar ked all the way along  the 
r oute b y s i g np os ts ;  the c oas t p ath i ts elf 
i s  m ar ked b y an ac or n s ym b ol.  B etween 
K i ng s wear  and F r owar d P oi nt the p ath i s  
r eas onab ly wi de,  b ut ther e ar e s ev er al 
s teep  s ec ti ons  wi th s tep s .  B eyond 
F r owar d p oi nt the p ath i s  nar r ow and 
ex p os ed,  b ut the v i ews  ar e ex c ellent.  
Y ou s hould wear  s tur dy s hoes  wi th g ood 
g r i p ,  and take c ar e as  r oc ky p aths  c an b e 
s li p p er y ev en i n dr y weather .   
 
O ur  r oute s tar ts  op p os i te the r ai lway 
s tati on i n K i ng s wear ,  whi c h i s  als o c los e 
to the p as s eng er  fer r y to and fr om  
Dar tm outh.  G o thr oug h the ar c h p as t 
the p ub li c  lav ator i es  and tur n left up  the 
s tep s .  A t the top ,  tur n r i g ht and walk 
along  the r oad.  A s  you c onti nue 
onwar ds  you wi ll p as s  thr oug h lus h s ub -
tr op i c al p lants ;  you c an ev en fi nd 
b anana p lants  g r owi ng  b y the r oad i n 
s helter ed p lac es .  A s  you walk fur ther  on 
the hous es  b ec om e les s  and les s  
fr eq uent unti l the p ub li c  r oad b ec om es  a 
p r i v ate tr ac k thr oug h the woods  

along s i de the c li ffs .  
 
A c r os s  the R i v er  Dar t you wi ll b e ab le to 
s ee Dar tm outh C as tle fr om  ti m e to ti m e.  
T he p ath p as s es  ab ov e i ts  twi n,  
K i ng s wear  C as tle ( now a p r i v ate hous e) ,  
a long  way b elow at the water 's  edg e.  
 
Y ou wi ll c om e to a s i g np os t on the r i g ht 
wher e the S W C P  ( s i g np os ted 'F r owar d 
P oi nt')  leav es  the r oad.  G o down the 
s tep s ,  ac r os s  a lane and down s om e 
m or e s tep s .  T ur n r i g ht along  a har d 
r oad,  then left to av oi d W ar r en Hous e 
and c li m b  8 4  s tep s  b es i de the tr ees .  
 
T he p ath now g oes  i nto the wood along  
a wi de tr ac k.  T her e i s  a M edi ter r anean 
feel ab out thi s  s ec ti on of p ath,  wi th i ts  

p i ne woods  tum b li ng  down to s m all 
b eac hes .  T he tr ees  p r ov i de welc om e 
s hade on hot days ,  b ut ther e ar e g ood 
v i ewp oi nts  wher e you c an look out to 
s ea and b ac k towar ds  Dar tm outh 
Har b our .  T he p ath thr oug h the woods  
las ts  for  ab out a m i le ( 1 . 6km ) .  
 
A t Inner  F r owar d P oi nt you wi ll fi nd a 
c ollec ti on of old b ui ldi ng s .  T hi s  was  the 
s i te of B r owns tone B atter y,  a W or ld W ar  
II defenc e p os t g uar di ng  Dar tm outh and 
the E ng li s h C hannel,  whi c h onc e had 
two hug e g uns  m anned b y 2 30 s oldi er s .  
N ow only a c oup le of v olunteer s  keep  
watc h ov er  s hi p s  p as s i ng  the c oas t fr om  
the C oas t W atc h lookout b ui ldi ng .  
 
T he p ath di v i des  her e,  and you s hould 
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take the p ath to 'B r i x ham '.  T he p ath 
b ec om es  nar r ow and s teep  and r uns  
c los e to the c li ffs ,  s o take c ar e.  F ollow 
the p ath as  i t wander s  up  and down 
along  the c li ffs .  A fter  ab out ¾  m i le 
( 1 km )  a s i g n p oi nts  to the left to 'C ar  
P ar ks ';  i f you wi s h to av oi d C oleton 
F i s hac r e,  us e thi s  p ath to g o ar ound the 
p r op er ty;  other wi s e c onti nue down i nto 
the v alley and i nto the woods .  
 
A t the b ottom  of the v alley i s  a g ate on 
the left whi c h leads  i nto C oleton 
F i s hac r e g ar dens ;  the S W C P  c ar r i es  on 
along  the c li ffs .  G o thr oug h the g ate 
i nto the g ar dens ,  whi c h ar e r i c h wi th 
lus h p lants  and m eander i ng  p athways .  
T he hous e,  c afé  and ti c ket offi c e ( wher e 
you wi ll need to p ay! )  ar e at the top .  
 
F r om  C oleton F i s hac r e c ar  p ar k,  g o up  
the r oad ( lab elled 'E x i t') ,  p as t C oleton 
F ar m  and on to a m ai n r oad j unc ti on.  
T ur n left her e.  A fter  ab out 2 00 m etr es ,  
p as s  a c ar  p ar k on your  left &  c onti nue 
down the lane towar ds  K i ng s wear .  T he 
lane p as s es  c ottag es  at B r owns tone and 
b ec om es  a r oug h tr ac k wi th ( s li p p er y)  
ex p os ed r oc ks .  F ollow thi s  tr ac k to the 
lane p as t Hom e F ar m  and,  ab out a m i le 
( 1 . 6km )  fr om  the c ar  p ar k,  you wi ll 
r eac h the s tep s  ( on the left)  wher e 
ear li er  you tur ned off the r oad towar ds  
F r owar d P oi nt.  N ow follow the r oad 
b ac k towar ds  K i ng s wear .  
 
 

T o g et to K i ng s wear :  
Bus: T ake S tag ec oac h b us  1 2 0 fr om  
P ai g nton b us  s tati on to K i ng s wear .  
R etur n ti c ket £ 4 . 35 ,  or  i nc luded i n 
weekly b us  p as s es  s old at L A L  T or b ay.  
S er v i c e r uns  onc e an hour .  
T r a i n : T ake the P ai g nton &  Dar tm outh 
S team  R ai lway to K i ng s wear .  R etur n 
T i c ket £ 7 . 4 0 
 
R efr es hm ents  &  W C s :  
K i ng s wear  and C oleton F i s hac r e 
 
M ap :   
O r dnanc e S ur v ey E x p lor er  O L 2 0,  ab out 
£ 8  fr om  b ooks hop s ,  or  p r i nt m ap  fr om  
www. m ulti m ap . c om  ( follow li nk fr om  
www. laltor b ay. c o. uk/ s top p r es s ) .  

C oleton F i s hac r e i s  a deli g htful c ountr y 
hous e wi th b eauti ful g ar dens ,  s et i n a 
s teep  v alley wi th dr am ati c  c oas tal v i ews .  
It i s  not a typ i c al N ati onal T r us t hous e,  
b ei ng  nei ther  v er y old nor  v er y g r and.  
Ins tead i t i s  a p er fec tly for m ed p lac e for  
r elax ed,  m oder n li v i ng  and weekend 
enter tai ni ng .  
 
C oleton F i s hac r e was  b ui lt b etween 
1 9 2 3 and 1 9 2 6 for  R up er t D'O yly C ar te,  
the r i c h s on of a m an who had b ac ked 
the well-know p laywr i g hts  G i lb er t &  
S ulli v an and who owned b oth the S a v o y  
and C l a r i d g e ' s hotels  i n L ondon.  R up er t 
i m p r ov ed hi s  father 's  b us i nes s  em p i r e 
and was  at the c utti ng -edg e of 

hos p i tali ty i n the 1 9 2 0s .  Hi s  
under s tandi ng  of m oder n needs  and 
fas hi ons  was  tr ans lated i nto the des i g ns  
for  C oleton F i s hac r e b y O s wald M i lne,  
an ar c hi tec t who had b een as s i s tant to 
the p i oneer  of the 'ar ts  and c r afts ' s tyle 
of hous e,  E dwi n L utyens .  T he ar c hi tec t's  
tr ai ni ng  i n s i m p le des i g ns  b ac ked-up  b y 
hi g h q uali ty c r afts m ans hi p ,  c om b i ned 
wi th the c li ent's  des i r e for  a m oder n,  
c om for tab le i nter i or ,  hav e g i v en C oleton 
F i s hac r e a welc om i ng  feel that i s  
s ur p r i s i ng ly s tyli s h ev en today.  
 
T he v alley and c oas tal s etti ng  wer e the 
m ai n dr i v i ng  for c es  b ehi nd the c r eati on 
of C oleton F i s hac r e,  whi c h was  defi ni tely 
a p lac e to i ndulg e i n outdoor  ac ti v i ti es .  
T he v alley s helter s  a s tunni ng  g ar den to 
b e c r eated and the c oas t g i v es  b eauti ful 
v i ews  to the p r op er ty.  T he hous e has  a 
g ar den r oom  op en on one s i de wher e 
the fam i ly c ould di ne outs i de on fi ne 
ev eni ng s ,  and a b athi ng  hut and ti dal 
s wi m m i ng  p ool wer e b ui lt i n the c ov e 
b elow the p r op er ty.   
 
T he g ar dens  at C oleton F i s hac r e ar e 
p r otec ted fr om  s tr ong  wi nds  b y tall 
tr ees ,  whi c h wer e p lanted b efor e the 
hous e was  fi ni s hed.  T he s ea keep s  the 
ai r  tem p er atur e hi g h i n wi nter  and 
m akes  the g ar den fai r ly hum i d,  whi c h 
allows  p lants  fr om  as  far  away as  N ew 
Z ealand to g r ow hap p i ly.  T he g ar dens  
s ur r ound a s tr eam  whi c h has  b een �  
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C oleton F i s hac r e i s  op en 1 1 . 00 – 
1 6. 30 W ednes day to S unday unti l 
2 8 th O c tob er ,  and on M ondays  unti l 
2 0th A ug us t.  
 
A dm i s s i on to the g ar dens  c os ts  
£ 5 . 9 0,  to the hous e and g ar dens  
£ 6. 4 0.  If you tr av el to the p r op er ty 
b y b us  or  tr ai n and foot,  as k for  a 
'g r een-ways ' r educ ti on.  
 
T he near es t b us  r oute i s  S tag ec oac h 
1 2 0 fr om  P ai g nton b us  s tati on,  
whi c h p as s es  1 ½  m i les  ( 2 . 4 km )  fr om  
the hous e.  
 
 

� c hannelled thr oug h p onds  i n whi c h 
water  li li es  b loom  and b es i de whi c h 
G unner a – g i ant b og -lov i ng  p lants  fr om  
B r az i l – r i s e up  li ke ali en weeds .  T he r i c h 
m i x  of p lants  m akes  the g ar den 
attr ac ti v e fr om  ear ly s p r i ng  to autum n,  
as  c am elli as  and m ag noli as  g i v e way to 
hydr ang eas  and ex oti c  flower s ,  b efor e 
the autum n b r i ng s  out b r i g ht b er r i es  
and tur ns  the leav es  i n the g ar den to a 
s tunni ng  c r i m s on di s p lay.  T her e ar e lots  
of s m all p aths  whi c h wander  thr oug h 
the g ar den,  and a lov ely g az eb o wi th 
v i ews  r i g ht ac r os s  the g ar den to the s ea.  
 
In c ontr as t to the lus h ex tr av ag anc e of 
the g ar dens ,  C oleton F i s hac r e hous e i s  
r ather  p lai n,  b ut the s tonewor k and r oof 
ar e p er fec tly fi ni s hed and hi nt at the 
q uali ty of c r afts m ans hi p  i ns i de.  N one of 
the r oom s  ar e g r and,  b ut ar e des i g ned 
to g i v e the m ax i m um  s ens e of s p ac e.   
 
T he L i b r ar y featur es  a wi nd di al,  whi c h 
s hows  the di r ec ti on of the wi nd outs i de,  
and an i nter es ti ng  p ai nted m ap  of 
C oleton and the s ur r oundi ng  ar ea;  look 
c ar efully and you c an s ee R up er t D'O yly 
C ar te s i tti ng  on the hi ll s outh of C oleton 
F i s hac r e wi th a Dalm ati an dog ,  and 
far m er s  i n thei r  fi elds  followi ng  long -

for g otten ag r i c ultur al m ethods .  
 
T he g r andes t r oom  i s  the S aloon,  a 1 2 -
m etr e ( 4 0-foot)  r oom  whi c h one enter s  
down a theatr i c al s et of s em i -c i r c ular  
s tep s .  T he r oom  featur es  a g r and p i ano,  
whi c h i s  p layed on s om e days ,  uni q ue 
and or i g i nal r ug s ,  and i s  fur ni s hed wi th 
typ i c al 1 9 30s  fur ni tur e.  T he S aloon i s  
b ui lt at an ang le to the r es t of the 
hous e,  whi c h g i v es  i t ex c ellent v i ews  
ov er  the g ar den.  
 
E ls ewher e i n the hous e the em p has i s  i s  
on q uali ty and c om for t.  S ev en b edr oom s  
featur e ti les  ar ound the was hb as i ns  
fr om  the S av oy hotel.  T he b athr oom  
featur es  am us i ng  hand-p ai nted ti les  
s howi ng  a r ang e of c ountr y hob b i es ,  
b oth anc i ent and m oder n.  L ady 
Dor othy's  b edr oom  has  b een r ec r eated 
as  i t was  i n 1 9 30.  A way fr om  the m ai n 
b ui ldi ng ,  a 'M otor  Hous e' ( g ar ag e)  was  
b ui lt for  D’ O yly C ar te's  B entley.  
 
C oleton F i s hac r e welc om ed fam i ly and 
p ar ty g ues ts  fr om  far  and wi de.  T oday i t 
welc om es  the tour i s t,  and i t i s  well 
wor th taki ng  the ti m e to ex p lor e thi s  
deli g htfully E ng li s h g em  hi dden deep  i n 
the c ountr ys i de.  
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