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the riviera line

Sit back and enjoy the view: the railway line from Paignton 
to E x eter is  one of the mos t dramatic jou rneys  in B ritain.

1: Paignton station 
Paignton Station is the start of our 
j ourney .  I t is now  the end  of the R iv iera 
L ine,  b ut until  1 9 7 2  trains trav el l ed  
south to K ingsw ear ( for D artm outh) .  
T his p art of the l ine is now  op erated  b y  
steam  trains for tourists.  O n the m ain 
l ine the train p asses through ( 2 )  T orq uay  
and  ( 3 )  T orre stations b efore trav el l ing 
out of T orb ay .  
 
4 : N e w ton A b b ot station 
N ew ton A b b ot is a j unc tion w here y ou 
c an tak e trains south either tow ard s 
Paignton or tow ard s Penz anc e,  in 
C ornw al l .  T he l arge station w as b ad l y  
d am aged  in the Sec ond  W orl d  W ar,  
p ossib l y  b y  b om b ers w ho m istook  it for 
E x eter.  
 
5 : T u c k e r s M al tings 
T he l ong b uil d ing nex t to the rail w ay  
l ine is one of onl y  a hand ful  of fl oor 
M al tings that p rod uc es m al t from  b arl ey  
grains in the trad itional  w ay .  M al t is 
used  in the b rew ing of b eer,  and  the 
M al tings w il l  hol d  a B eer F estiv al  on 
1 2 th 1 3 th &  1 4 th A p ril  .  
 
6 : N e w ton A b b ot R ac e  C ou r se  
A n im p ortant v enue for rac ing horses.  
M any  national  rac es are hel d  here 
throughout the y ear.  
 
7 : T h e  T e ign E stu ar y  
T he rail w ay  l ine em erges from  the fiel d s 
into the c al m  w aters of the T eign 

E stuary ,  a w id e,  tid al  w ater w here the 
riv er T eign enters the sea.  A t l ow  tid e 
y ou w il l  often see p eop l e w ith b uc k ets 
d igging on the b eac h,  and  l ots of 
straight l ines of stones.  T his is b ec ause 
the b ottom  of the estuary  is a great 
p l ac e to find  c oc k l es and  m ussel s,  tasty  
shel l fish that earn a high p ric e in our 
restaurants.  T he stones are p ut on the 
estuary  b ed  to m ak e p l ac es w here the 
sea b ird s c an' t eat the shel l fish b efore 
the c ol l ec tors c an find  them !  
 
8 : T h e  A m az ingl y  T u ne f u l  
T e ignm ou th  and  S h al d on B r id ge  
A s the train ap p roac hes T eignm outh 
y ou c an see the 6 0 0 m  ( 6 6 0 y d s)   b rid ge 
that c onnec ts T eignm outh on our sid e 
of the riv er w ith Shal d on on the other 
sid e.  T his w as ' im p rov ed '  a few  y ears 
ago,  b ut l oc al s now  c om p l ain that the 
b rid ge w histl es or sings w hen the w ind  
is b l ow ing fast!  
 
9 : T e ignm ou th  
T he rail w ay  runs right through 
T eignm outh,  w hic h is a sm al l  seasid e 
tow n.  J ust after the station the l ine j oins 
the seafront,  right nex t to the E ngl ish 
C hannel .  I f y ou l ook  south y ou c an see 
T eignm outh Pier stic k ing out into the 
sea,  w hic h has b een v oted  the b est p ier 
in the c ountry .  
 
10 : A  str ol l  al ong th e  p r om  
N ow  the l ine gets real l y  d ram atic !  T he 
rail w ay  runs al ongsid e the p rom enad e,  

and  l ots of p eop l e enj oy  w al k ing al ong 
here to enj oy  the sea air.   
 
11: R e d  C l if f s 
O n the l and w ard  sid e y ou c an see the 
huge c l iffs tow ering ab ov e the train.  
T he c l iffs are a b right red ,  and  m ad e of 
iron-ric h sand stone.  T he stone is easil y  
w ashed  aw ay  b y  the rain and  the sea,  
and  the c l iffs often c ol l ap se after b ad  
w eather.  M aj or engineering w ork  has 
b een c arried  out in the l ast few  y ears 
to try  to stop  the l ine b eing b l oc k ed  b y  
fal l ing roc k s,  inc l ud ing the w ire fenc es 
and  nets on the c l iff.  
 
B r ing an u m b r e l l a. . .  
T he l ine runs right al ongsid e the 
E ngl ish C hannel .  T here is nothing now  
b etw een the train and  F ranc e.  I f the 
tid e is high and  there are strong w ind s,  
the w av es w il l  c rash ov er the l ine and  
hit the w ind ow s of the train.  I n the 
earl y  d ay s of the rail w ay  the c arriages 
w ere not v ery  w aterp roof,  and  l ad ies 
used  to stand  on the seats to k eep  
their feet d ry .  I n 2 0 0 0  V irgin' s new  
trains had  to b e tak en off this l ine in 
b ad  w eather,  b ec ause the w av es and  
sp ray  c aused  the trains to b reak  d ow n.  
 
12 : Par son' s T u nne l  and  S h ag R oc k  
Stic k ing out of the sea nex t to the c l iff 
is the Shag R oc k .  U ntil  rec entl y  the 
roc k  w as an ex c el l ent ex am p l e of a sea 
stac k ,  b ut now  it' s onl y  a stum p .  T he 
train p l unges into the l ongest tunnel  
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on the j ourney .  T his is c al l ed  the Parson 
tunnel ,  after the roc k  form ation at the 
other end ,  the Parson &  C l erk  roc k s,  
nam ed  after c harac ters trap p ed  on the 
roc k s b y  the D ev il ,  ac c ord ing to l oc al  
l egend .  
 
T u nne l s &  C ov e s 
A l ong this stretc h of the l ine the 
rail w ay  rushes in and  out of the c l iffs.  
B etw een the fiv e tunnel s y ou w il l  get 
sud d en,  b rief gl im p ses of sand y  
b eac hes.  A b ov e the rail w ay  is the 
Sm uggl ers I nn,  and  these c ov es w oul d  
hav e b een id eal  p l ac es to l and  il l egal  
good s in y ears gone b y .  
 
13 : A  r ail sid e  r e sor t 
D aw l ish is a sm al l  resort,  w hic h is 
fam ous for its p retty  gard ens and  b l ac k  
sw ans.  U nfortunatel y  the tow n' s v iew  
of the sea is sp oil ed  b y  sp eed ing trains.  
W hen the rail w ay  w as b uil t it w as suc h 
a nov el ty  that it m ust hav e seem ed  a 
real  c row d -p ul l er for the tow n:  l ots of 
tow ns hav e b eac hes,  b ut D aw l ish w as 
the onl y  one to hav e B runel ' s 
atm osp heric  trains rushing p ast.  N ow  it 
j ust l ook s v ery  od d .  H al f of the station 
at D aw l ish is b uil t on the b eac h.  
 
14 : D aw l ish  W ar r e n 
D aw l ish W arren is a sp it of l and  
stic k ing out into the sea at the start of 
the E x e estuary .  T he w arren has a sm al l  
am usem ent p ark ,  w hic h is p op ul ar 
w ith fam il ies ( w av e at the c hil d ren! ) ,  
and  a gol f c ourse,  b ut its m ain 
attrac tion is its nature reserv e.  B ey ond  
the sm al l  are of l and  is a huge area 
that is unc ov ered  at l ow  tid e and  und er 
w ater w hen the tid e is high,  and  these 
sand  and  m ud  ' fl ats'  are v ery  p op ul ar 
w ith b ird s.  See how  m any  d ifferent 
ty p es y ou c an sp ot - there hav e b een 
ov er 3 0 0  sp otted  ov er the y ears! .  
 
15 : B r u ne l ' s p u m p ing station at 
S tar c r oss 
T his od d  red  b uil d ing is one of the 
engine houses b uil t for I sam b ard  
K ingd om  B runel ' s atm osp heric  rail w ay .  

B runel  d ec id ed  that it w oul d  b e 
p ossib l e to m ov e his trains b y  ' suc k ing'  
them  al ong the l ine.  H is id ea w as to 
use huge engines to suc k  the air out of 
a l ong iron tub e that l ay  b etw een the 
iron rail s of the trac k .  A  l arge p iston 
attac hed  to the train fitted  into the 
tub e through a sl ot,  and  this w as 
suc k ed  al ong the tub e,  d ragging the 
train.  L eather fl ap s l ay  ac ross the sl ot 
to stop  air fl ow ing in,  b ut these often 
tore off or stuc k  op en,  w hic h stop p ed  
the engines suc k ing the train al ong.  
T he rail w ay  w as sup p osed  to run to 
Pl y m outh and  Paignton,  b ut w as soon 
rep l ac ed  b y  ord inary  trains.  
 
16 : Pow d e r h am  C astl e  &  E state  
T he sm al l  c astl e is hom e to the E arl  of 
D ev on,  his fam il y  and  sev eral  ghosts.  
T he estate is hom e to around  6 0 0  
d eer.  T his is one of B ritain' s m ost 
im p ortant d eer herd s,  w hic h w as 
started  in 1 7 2 3 ,  and  the estate b reed s 
d eer w hic h are sent al l  ov er the w orl d .  
 
17 : T u r f  L oc k s &  E x e te r  C anal  
T he l ine m ov es inl and  now  as the train 
ap p roac hes E x eter.  B ut the fiel d s are 
fl at,  and  y ou c an stil l  see the estuary .  A  
short w ay  al ong y ou c an see a sm al l  
b uil d ing surround ed  b y  sm al l  sail ing 
y ac hts;  this is the T urf L oc k s hotel  
w hic h m ark s the start of a c anal  that 
used  to al l ow  ship s to sail  to E x eter to 
sup p l y  the c ity .  T he c anal  w as used  
until  1 9 9 7 .   
 
18 : E x e te r  
O ur j ourney  end s at E x eter,  D ev on’ s 
C ounty  T ow n and  a c ity  ful l  of things 
to d o. . .  b ut that’ s for another issue.  
 
Tickets: A Cheap Day Return from 
P aig nton to E x eter and  b ack costs £ 5  
and  is av ail ab l e at w eekend s and  
after 0 9 . 3 0 .  
 
Y ou can al ig ht and  b oard  at any 
station on the l ine if you w ant to 
ex pl ore on foot.  – b ut b ew are that 
some stations hav e v ery few  trains!  
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