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paignton z oo 
 
E x p e r i e n c e  t h e  e x o t i c  
r i g h t  h e r e  i n  
P a i g n t o n ,  a t  B r i t a i n ’ s  
s e c o n d -l a r g e s t  z o o .  

Located less than a 20-m i nu te w alk  
f r om  LA L T or b ay ,  P ai g nton Z oo 
E nv i r onm ental P ar k  i s hom e to som e of  
the w or ld’ s m ost endang er ed p lants 
and ani m als.  A s a r eg i ster ed edu cati on 
and conser v ati on char i ty  i ts r ole i s to 
conser v e p lants,  ani m als and thei r  
hab i tats.  B y  doi ng  thi s the z oo ensu r es 
that the w or ld of  the f u tu r e r em ai ns as 
di v er se,  b eau ti f u l and i nter esti ng  as i t i s 
now .  
 
T he z oo i s com m i tted to car r y i ng  ou t 
p u b li c edu cati on,  r esear ch,  cap ti v e 

b r eedi ng  and p r acti cal f i eld 
conser v ati on.  M any  of  the sp eci es y ou  
w i ll see ar e p ar t of  nati onal and 
i nter nati onal b r eedi ng  p r og r am m es.  
 
T he z oo w as f ou nded i n 1 9 23  b y  a shy ,  
eccentr i c m i lli onai r e,  H er b er t W hi tley .  
O n show  w er e m onk ey s,  b ear s,  b i son,  
z eb r a,  hy enas,  b ab oons and m any  
b i r ds.  T he entr y  f ee w as one shi lli ng  
( eq u i v alent to 5 p ) .  
 
A f ter  W hi tley ’ s death i n 1 9 5 5  a 
r eg i ster ed char i ty  w as f ou nded to 

conti nu e hi s w or k .  T he T r u st b ou g ht 
S lap ton Ley  N ati onal N atu r e R eser v e 
and the g r ou nds of  P ai g nton Z oo w er e 
added to w i th the si tes of  P r i m ley  P ar k  
R eser v e and C lennon G or g e N atu r e 
T r ai l.  
 
P ai g nton Z oo i s a m em b er  of  the 
W or ld A ssoci ati on of  Z oos and 
A q u ar i u m s,  a g lob al netw or k  of  z oos 
w or k i ng  tog ether  to su p p or t the 
conser v ati on of  sp eci es,  hab i tats and 
ecosy stem s.  T he r ate of  ex ti ncti on and 
hab i tat destr u cti on i s now  so hi g h that 
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i t i s har d to b e op ti m i sti c ab ou t the 
f u tu r e – conser v ati on acti on i s 
essenti al.  C ar ef u l m anag em ent of  the 
p lanet f or  su stai nab le u se of  i ts 
r esou r ces cou ld lead to a stab le 
si tu ati on w her e hu m an i m p acts on the 
env i r onm ent ar e held i n check  and 
consi der ab le w i ldli f e r em ai ns.  
 
U nli k e m any  z oos w hi ch consi st of  
ani m als k ep t i n cag es r andom ly  ar ou nd 
thei r  si te,  P ai g nton Z oo i s m ade u p  of  
si x  di sti nct hab i tats desi g ned to show  
p lants and ani m als i n natu r ali sti c ar eas:  
w etland;  f or est;  sav annah;  deser t;  
D ev on w oodland;  and tr op i cal f or est.  
T he ani m als ar e p r ov i ded w i th 
eq u i p m ent su ch as r op es,  log s and 
p latf or m s to encou r ag e cli m b i ng  and 
i nter est.  F ood i s m ade less easy  to g et 
at b y  hi di ng ,  scatter i ng  and p r esenti ng  
i t i n natu r al f or m ,  su ch as w hole 
v eg etab les,  b r anches and sw eetcor n 
w i th hu sk s.  T oy s and i tem s ar e p laced 
i n the ani m als’  env i r onm ent to 
encou r ag e i nter est and m ak e thei r  day s 
m or e sti m u lati ng .  E nclosu r es ar e 

p lanted to cr eate natu r al env i r onm ents 
w hi ch r ep r esent the hab i tats of  the 
w or ld.  T he stag es i n cr eati ng  an ex hi b i t 
ar e:  concep t,  f ollow ed b y  desi g n,  then 
p osi ti oni ng  and p lanti ng  and f i nally  
nu r tu r e.  T he p lant C u r ator  consi der s 
the ani m al’ s sp eci f i c hab i tat,  or i g i ns of  
ex i sti ng  p lants,  av ai lab i li ty  of  new  
sp eci m ens and the sp ace needed f or  
g r ow th.  
 
D i d y ou  k now  that ov er  a q u ar ter  of  all 
ou r  m edi ci nes or i g i nate f r om  the 
tr op i cal r ai nf or est?  O r  that asp i r i n w as 
or i g i nally  ob tai ned f r om  the b ar k  of  a 
w i llow  tr ee?  P lants hav e b een the 
sou r ce of  m edi ci nes f or  thou sands of  
y ear s.  A r ou nd the new  V et C entr e,  
ther e i s a g ar den that celeb r ates the 
p har m aceu ti cal v alu e of  p lants.   
E v er y day  p lants ar e r ep r esented her e 
w i th i nf or m ati on ab ou t som e of  thei r  
m edi ci nal u ses.  
 
A ni m als or  p lants can b e adop ted as a 
u ni q u e g i f t that help s conser v ati on 
f r om  as li ttle as £ 3 5  p er  y ear .  T he 

15: Starcross Pumping Station 

adop ti on p ack ag e i nclu des a 
cer ti f i cate,  an eng r av ed p laq u e near  
y ou r  chosen ani m al or  p lant,  a 
p hotog r ap h,  a y ear ’ s su b scr i p ti on to 
Z oo N ew s and a f r ee ti ck et to the z oo.  
 
P ai g nton Z oo i s also a p ar tner  i n 
D am b ar i  F i eld S tati on i n Z i m b ab w e.  
T he stati on w or k s closely  w i th the 
D ep ar tm ent of  N ati onal P ar k s and 
W i ldli f e M anag em ent on r esear ch and 
conser v ati on of  r hi nos,  cheetah and 
sm all antelop e.  I n Z anz i b ar  the z oo i s 
adv i si ng  on the p otenti al f or  cap ti v e 
b r eedi ng  of  A der s’  D u i k er  ( a sm all and 
v er y  r ar e deer ) ,  and has f i eld 
conser v ati on p r oj ects i n the O k om u  
F or est N ati onal P ar k ,  N i g er i a.  
 
Environmental facts and figures: 
� A lm ost 9 0%  of  sav annah g r assland 

has di sap p ear ed i n the last 5 , 000 
y ear s.  
� T her e ar e f ew er  than 20, 000 

O r ang  U tan i n the w or ld.  
� T her e ar e f ew er  than 4 00 

S u m atr an ti g er s lef t i n the w i ld.  
� T her e ar e m or e than 1 0, 000 

sp eci es of  b i r d,  1 1 %  ar e i n dang er .  
� O nly  25 0 A si ati c li ons  ex i st i n the 

w i ld.  
 
L ocation: 
P ai g nton Z oo i s on the A 3 022 T otnes 
R oad 1  m i le f r om  P ai g nton tow n 
centr e,  near  Morrisons su p er m ar k et 
 
O p ening T imes: 
D ai ly  f r om  1 0. 00am  ‘ ti l 5 . 00p m  ( last 
entr y  4 . 00p m )  
 
A dmission : 
A du lt    £ 1 1 . 3 5  
C hi ld ( 3  – 1 5  y ear s)   £ 7 . 6 0 
S eni or  ci ti z en  £ 9 . 3 5  
 
( T he adm i ssi on f ee i nclu des a v olu ntar y  
donati on to P ai g nton Z oo’ s 
conser v ati on w or k  and to r ai se f u nds 

baby rhino 
While you are at the zoo don’t 
f org et to look  out f or the f our-
m onth-old b ab y b lac k  rhino 
( p ic tured op p os ite w ith her 
m other) ,  the f irs t to b e b orn at 
P aig nton Z oo.    
 
Z uri w as  b orn on 5 th M arc h,  and 
w as  a s tar attrac tion at the zoo 
ev en b ef ore s he w as  b orn.  P eop le 
all ov er the w orld w atc hed the 
p rog res s  of  one-tonne m um  S ita on 

the internet v ia a w eb -c am  during  
her p reg nanc y,  thank s  to the B B C  
and B ritis h T elec om  w ho s et up  
c am eras  and a dedic ated internet 
c onnec tion.  T he b ab y w as  orig inally 
ex p ec ted to arriv e in J anuary,  b ut 
k ep t the zoo s taf f  and w eb -c am  
w atc hers  w aiting  nerv ous ly f or tw o 
m onths .   
 
B lac k  rhinoc eros es  are an 
endang ered s p ec ies ,  and it is  
thoug ht that there are only 3 , 1 0 0  
rem aining  in A f ric a.  T he b irth of  

Z uri is  an im p ortant m iles tone in 
the p rog ram m e to c ons erv e the 
b lac k  rhino,  and w as  a p artic ular 
delig ht b ec aus e only 2 5 %  of  b lac k  
rhinos  b orn in c ap tiv ity are f em ale.  
 
Z uri is  now  g row ing  up  f as t.  
A lthoug h s he w ill f eed f rom  her 
m other f or ov er a year,  s he is  
already eating  c arrots  and hay.  H er 
horn has  g row n to 7 . 5 c m  ( 3 ” ) .  
 
Z uri’s  m other,  S ita,  is  ex p ec ted to 
b reed ag ain in tw o years .  
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